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Davenport, Marcia Brother’s Keeper 
Scribner. Oct. 25, 1954. 457p. $3.95. 


The fantastic, even grotesque story the Collier 
brothers, two wealthy recluses who died miserably 
after decades wretchedly mean and lonely existence 
their smoldering old brownstone-front house which 
they had stuffed from cellar attic with tons junk 
and bundled much that only 
narrow tunnel-like alleys gave access the squalid 
rooms they must have challenged Miss 
Davenport’s imagination. Why should two men, with 
much money their disposal, live and die so? 
they were mentally unbalanced, what had upset that 
balance? Who? What? Why? The story told 
Brother’s Keeper Miss Davenport’s answers 
those questions, now some few years after tthe news- 
paper accounts the death the “mysterious” Col- 
lier brothers. They are, here, the Holt brothers: Sey- 
mour and Randall. 


John Holt was only son, gentle, cowardly man 
completely dominated his Mother, woman pre- 
sented hatefully tyranical and spiteful, who had 
hated her husband and hated the weak, pretty girl 
John had married. Grandmamma Holt was, John’s 
and Lily’s two sons, terror, ogre who demanded 
strict obedience strict regimen; she had, con- 
trolling the ample monies she and her husband had 
possessed, forced her son and his family live her 
home the then fashionable Chelsea section New 
York. The two children were suffer, their turn, 
the spiteful hatred their grandmother; for, when she 
finally died, years after her son had been killed 
accident the eve taking his family out the 
house, she tied the fortune they were heirs 
such manner make them dependent until their 
fortieth year. 

Seymour, the older and spunkier the two boys, be- 
came naval architect and weakened his eyes with 
close work over drafting boards that eventually 
went blind. Randall, the weaker and handsomer 
the two, had talent for music and might have, with 
firmer character, become concert pianist; instead, 
became only accompanist, busy with church music 
and with rehearsing opera and concert singers. was 
this latter capacity that Randall met and fell 
love with Renata Tosi, young Italian soprano en- 
gaged for minor roles the Metropolitan Opera and 
careless bestowal herself, particularly Baldini, 
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middle-aged singer the Met who had wife and 
children home introduces Renata 
Seymour and he, the cynic and libertine con- 
trast Randall’s uprightness, accepts the girl’s favors. 
When Randall discovers the two are having affaire, 
himself attacks Renata, then revulsion goes 
binge and ships deckhand freighter. 
returns, months later, find Seymour blind and Ren- 
ata desperately begging help for the child she carry- 
ing. Still furious with the girl for her betrayal both, 
both brothers refuse aid. Renata has her child and 
leaves him their doorstep one night. The two 
finally accept the baby and grow jealous each other 
vying for its attention and obedience. 


his horror, Randall comes realize that Seymour 
being tyrannically domineering toward the young- 
ster their Grandmamma had been them; and 
save the boy, takes him Italy live with Ren- 
ata’s family. his surprise, Renata there, her 
voice gone and back peasant work. They resume 
their relationship for time, but Renata refuses 
marry Randall. returns his brother, and with- 
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draws from the world, forced the need pay 
old bills from the meager income which theirs. The 
habit frugality becomes obsession; they wall 
themselves with accumulated junk, even set booby 
traps preclude anyone penetrating their retreat. 


one these booby-traps which kills Randall 
dumping him the dark half ton bundled 
papers and refuse. Seymour, helplessly paralyzed 
well blind, dies starvation. 


The postlude this horrendous tale finds Renata, 
now old woman, stubbornly refusing identify 
either one the brothers (the father must have been 
one the two), the father her son, now emi- 
nently successful and minister the government. She 
will not put the stigma bastardy him even for 
the quarter million dollars that she and would 
inherit from the Holt estate, terms the will 
Seymour. Nor will the Holts’ son anything 
change his mother’s mind. 


strangely compelling and powerfully told story 
which Miss Davenport tells; and the plot enormously 
ingenious: every small detail has its explanation. The 
writing, too, expert, would expected the 
authoress The Valley Decision and Lena 
Geyer. Adult readers will find Brother’s Keeper 


fascinating. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Yourcenar, Marguerite Hadrian’s Memoirs 
Farrar, Straus Young. Oct. 11, 1954. 313p. $4.00. 

This admirable translation novel which was award- 
the Prix Femina-Vacaresco and prize the French 
Academy 1952—the translation from the French 
credited Grace Frick collaboration with the author 
—makes available readers the United States 
finely wrought piece historical fiction has come 
their way many long day. Mme. Yourcenar has 
completely immersed herself Roman history and 
the extant authentic works Hadrian, son Trajan, 
and emperor Rome after him, that her recreation 
the man and his time thoroughly convincing. 
the hypothesis that Hadrian had written something 
autobiography sent his son, Marullinus, for 
his instruction and edification, Mme. Yourcenar writes 
the person Hadrian himself, prose that ele- 
gant, epigrammatic times, always restrained and 
strong with Roman dignity. And from the story— 
fiction closely identified with actual history 
search can make it—there emerges portrait that has 
all the dimensions life. Hadrian was strong man, 
somewhat pompous later life would any 
Roman emperor accustomed, spite his own cyni- 
cism, the adulation court and commons who 
had grown used deifying their rulers; could 
sympathetic and ruthless, tender and tyrannical. 
presented here not unduly modest; nor yet boast- 
ful. proud his work building, his skill 
the chase; skeptical the pagan deities must 
public venerate and confessedly overfond the 
young companion, Antinous, Bithynian who was 
completely enamored the older man who kept 
him his side until jealousy rival and supersti- 
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tious belief sibylline prophecy prompted the youth’s 
suicide. also philosopher who takes time 
think life’s problems and the meaning death, 
That his outlook both pagan character. 


For discriminating adult readers, this excellent 
book. Others, too, will read with enjoyment; but, 
perhaps, without the extra pleasure which comes from 
savoring indisputable style and the recognition 
difficult feat accomplished with distinction. 


University Scranton 


Allen, Fred Treadmill Oblivion 
With drawings Hirschfeld. Atlantic-Little, Brown. 
1954. 240p. $4.00. 

One would expect this book disappointment 
without the audio-visual presence the author 
carry it. But far from it. The old dry-voice dead- 
pan comes very much alive paper with all the 
remembered acid and amusement. His wit and wis 
dom not only bubbles from some choice colloquies 
and commentaries but even simmers down into social 
history the rise and fall radio. 


Fred tells the story from his start radio, October 
23, 1932, until the close The Fred Allen Show, 
June 26, 1949. And all along the way are captured 
sudden explosions “forgotten laughter” the antics 
Allen’s Alley and Town Hall Tonight. But comedy 
not the only social caricature—for side side 
scintillating and searching commentary sticks pins 
advertising agencies, hucksters, sponsors, and some 
the audience. The point never missed and 
always enjoyed the reader. 


who cannot shelved. 
James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


Bengtsson, Frans The Long Ships 
Knopf. Sept. 13, 1954. 503p. $4.50. 

tale heroic adventure—this saga Orm Tostesson 
the Dane during the decades just before and just after 
the original millenium when the Vikings had reached 
the peak their ravishing Europe and when the 
world lay open those naively childish, superbly arro- 
gant and supremely valiant Norsemen. These were 
the days Norse heroes such Harold Bluetooth, 
Olav Trygvesson,Sven Forkbeard and with these Orm 
the Red moves equal terms throughout 
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Book and Classification 


Love Eternal (1) 

Katherine (IIb) 
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Abraham Lincoln (Ila) 
MacArthur: 1941-51 
The White and the Gold 


brawling series adventures which are equal any 
found the major sagas. 

Written half chronicle form and half saga the 
story too long chronicle here but, brief, tells 
how Orm went sea involuntarily his first viking 
cruise, made friends with Toke Gray-Gullsson, ravaged 
Spain and was captured the 
the intervention Jewish merchant, whose life 
had saved, Orm and Toke entered the service Al- 
mansur and helped the destruction Christian 
areas Spain. Escaping with wealth from Spain they 
returned Denmark where Orm won Harold Blue- 
tooth’s permission wed his daughter Ylva. But Ylva 
fled England when Sven succeeded his dead father 
while Orm was establishing his family estate. Orm 
went a-viking England and took great Danegeld 
from Etthelred the Unready where, also, was bap- 
Christian. recovered Ylva and returned 
with treasure his home, only flee King Sven’s 
wrath and establish new home the border country 
from where left one long last journey recover 
Byzantine gold that had been stolen his brother. 
There are, course, host characters and incidents 
that cannot covered such brief resume. 


Swedish Frans Bengtsson has been blessed with 
eficient translator Michael Meyer who has suc- 
ceeded retaining the verity the background mater- 
ial which the chief virtue the book. The story 
the Vikings childlike people, amoral their fight- 
ing, raping and killing but recognizing many things 
evil and recognizing the good family life and peace. 
has given indeed faithful picture (and non- 
objectionable pattern) pagan people, amoral and 
uninhibited their lives. those days the first faint 
blooms Christianity were flourishing Norway but 
Sweden and Denmark remained dark and bloody areas 
persecution where priests and bishops were killed 
even before they could spread their message. Orm’s 
Christianity was meagre indeed but did condition 
his behavior some extent although not the same 
degree his earlier pagan training and tradition. In- 
variably this book will compared 
Kristin Lavransdatter Prescott’s Man Donkey 
even (Heaven forbid!) Mika Waltari. defi- 
nitely several shades above the works the last author 
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and several degrees below the two former. does not 
deal with the sublime religious themes found Undset 
and Prescott but much better done than 
Dealing with murder, rape and violence 
not suitable for adolescents but should confined 
adult readers. 


Hardy, René The Sword God 
Doubleday. Aug. 25, 1954. 310p. $3.95. 


Translated from the French Humphrey Hare, this 
book René Hardy, active member the French 
Resistance during World War II, once novel and 
tract concerning the war Indo-China. Frequently 
the melodramatic reached; the fantastic least 
approached. you read it, you will almost certainly 
decide that would make marvelous movie. This 
not meant detraction. quite likely, however, 
that the book will make more appeal French 
reader than American, because the average Amer- 
ican has never been able develop much interest 
French relations with Indo-China. 


evident that Hardy deeply disgusted with those 
Europeans who lived Indo-China and who made 
possible for the communists, the Viet-Minh, get the 
arms necessary for fighting the French. Torlet and 
his worthless wife typify this group. disgusted, 
too, with those white people who shift over the 
side the Asiatics, when seems that money can 
made such action. Serkov, prominent figure 
the book, represents that type. Admirably depicted, 
too, Tah, the ferociously cruel and scarcely human 
Viet-Minh leader, whose objective nothing less than 
the complete extermination all white people Asia. 
The central figure Jean Kernez, former fighter for 
the Communist cause Spain, who has come 
Indo-China find his brother, the abbot mona- 
stery there. The efforts Kernez locate his brother 
constitute the main part the book, which covers 
period about four days, far the action con- 
cerned. Some passages are presented very frankly; for 
these and other reasons evident that the book was 
not intended for readers. Despite strong 
strain futility that evident the book, Hardy’s 
message for the reader seems one hope for the 
true values life. The good will eventually triumph, 
seems believe, but many those who profess 
must the meantime killed bestial men. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola 
Chicago, 


Gay, Margaret Cooper Hatchet the Sky 
Simon Schuster. Sept. 27, 1954. 500p. $4.50. 

Young David Caithris was reared France where his 
parents had fled after the disaster Culloden 1745 
had thrown the Stuart cause into the category hope- 
less cases. Reared genteel poverty and the grandiose 
tradition Scotch chivalry, David escaped the net 
decadence when his parents died and sailed for 
America prospective fur trader. Quickly bilked 
his wealth woods-running trader, one Patrick 
O’Hare, Caithris found himself stranded, wounded and 
abandoned the wilds Kentucky from whence 
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was rescued Indian family into which was 
partially adopted. fell love with Indian girl 
Wewas-wiskinkie (Catherine) and was accepted the 
Indians brother. 


Venturing among the English, David was shocked 
their hatred for the French and Indians. After meet- 
ing Tranquility Stephens ventured Philadelphia 
and barely escaped join the French Detroit. 
could have none their war with the English nor 
could side with the English whom hated 
loyal Scotch follower the Stuarts. But did re- 
spect the French human beings who treated the 
Indians humanely and loathed the English custom 
ensuring that the only good Indians were dead 
furs, acquired position Detroit, rescued and ran- 
somed Tranquility after her family had been murdered 
Indian raid and became the friend O’Bwandiac 
(Pontiac) that legendary chief who almost brought off 
united Indian coup against the English. 


When the English took over Detroit, 
mained but lost Tranquility when she learned his 
love for Catherine. went through Pontiac’s famous 
war, rescued Tranquility again, nursed his Indian 
friends until their death from English-loosed smallpox, 
killed Pontiac’s murderer and finally won Tranquility. 


Hatchet the Sky long rambling story the 1750’s 
from the non-English side the ledger. Indian back- 
ground well done and, although there nothing 
great about it, the book interesting, different and 
readable. Inclusion certain matters concerning sex 


and revenge render suitable only for adults. 


Lang, Daniel The Man the Thick Lead Suit 
Oxford University Press. Sept. 1954. 207p. $3.50. 
Shortly after the turn the century were adapting 
ourselves the automobile which revolutionized trans- 
portation and stepped the tempo life. Now 
half century later are involved another phase 
the continuous process adaptaion. all but im- 
perceptible most now but another half cen- 
tury atomic installations, nuclear power, and guided 
missiles will commonplace. 


The Man the Thick Lead Suit are carried 
along with the author talks with scientists trans- 
ported from Germany after the war for work guided 
missiles, interviews “Project Saucer” personnel, observes 
A-Bomb test Yucca Flat, talks with those Civil 
Defense, goes jaunt among the uranium miners 
and observes life installations such Oak Ridge. 
The book might described report human 
reactions and adjustments recent revolutionary de- 
velopments. But are reminded that there limit 
human imagination otherwise would see our de- 
struction every pound uranium taken from the 
earth, every grain radioisotopes produced Oak 
Ridge and every new development discovery 
nuclear physics. Even the inexplicable such “flying 
saucers” can lived with matter how real they 
may some. 


How quickly people adapt themselves the new and 
unconventional well illustrated the reactions 


Lang James 


Best 


the citizens Las Vegas three series A-Bomb 
tests carried out 1951 and 1952. Their attitude 
changed from one apprehension with the first series 
one casualness and finally one 
ment with the third. The implication that our hope 
survival atomic war, should ever come, 
not wearing thick lead suit but our capacity 
adapt ourselves devastating weapon. Our Civil 
Defense program has not developed very rapidly 
cause hard tell people about the effects 
atomic weapons unless they have had personal experi- 
ence. The greatest problem the event attack 
that mass evacuation the survivors 
taminated areas. Rescue operations would have 
originate from outside such areas which implies 
nation-wide, well integrated, smoothly operating or- 
ganization which not now have. 


interviews with some the leading physicists the 
author finds that the scientists themselves, less than 
others, have had make adjustments. the field 
physics, for example, developments the last fifteen 
years have given rise new generation young 
physicists who with their nuclear reactors 
chrotrons are strangers the “string and sealing wax” 
era the older creative scientists such Goudsmit 
who heads the Physics Department Brookhaven and 
edits the Physical Review. and his colleagues have 
had grow and adjust the “new order” but they 
lament the equanimity with which these young men 
work with nuclear weapons. They wonder if, with 
government regulations being they must these 
days, can discover much lasting value 
the easy going days the recent past when ideas could 
exchanged more widely and freely. 


The book should appeal all who wish share the 
experiences those closest the scene the emerg- 
ing age the atom. 
Dr. Joseph Harper, 
Head, Physics Department, 
University Scranton 


* * * 


James, Daniel 
Red Design for the Americas: Guatemalan 
Prelude 
Day. Sept. 1954. 347p. $4.50. 
“The battle the Western Hemisphere has begun.” 
This opening sentence from Mr. James’ analysis 
lights the theme provocative book. The conten- 
tion simple and direct. The Soviet beachhead 
Guatemala was the nature experiment. 
was effort apply the Mao brand communism 
Latin America. The success this effort was omi- 
nous, since similar conditions exist other 
states Latin America. 


The author places considerable emphasis 
similarity between China and Latin America, both 
having the problem peasant exploitation; both in- 
tensely nationalistic and anti-foreign. Here the key- 
note not the downtrodden industrial proletariat, 
useful are Red-led unions the Soviet struggle 
penetrate the Americas. Rather the key factors are 
the rootless intellectual giving leadership the land- 
ess peasant. 
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Both the analysis causes and the suggestions for 
remedies regard Latin American communism are 
well done. one may cavil book that chal- 
lenging and enlightening, one might note the com- 
parative absence any appreciation the role 
the Church Latin America. Resentment against 
the United States, well exploited concealed 
Communists, not merely based economic 
political grounds. There also clash culture: 
Protestant versus Catholic. 

This turn casts some light upon propesed remedies. 
Economic aid and more intelligent political methods 
are indeed good. But the author might also have 
considered the good work done American Catholic 
missionaries, even the use Catholic diplomats 
these areas. secularist approach culture where 
religion vital, strongly held and often just strongly 
hated, likely deficient. spite these gaps, 
this good book which should read widely and 
pondered carefully. 

John Cronin, S.S., 


Washington, 


* * 


Cooper, Duff 
Old Men Forget. The Autobiography 
Duff Cooper (Viscount Norwich 

Dutton. Dec. 1954. 399p. $5.00. 


Here, with characteristic manly candor, sincerity and 
dramatic reader-interest, Duff Cooper records fifty-seven 
years busy, eventful and distinguished life. The 
record ends with the conclusion his term British 
ambassador France 1947. Apparently, the mem- 
oirs were completed the time the author’s death, 
New Year’s day the age title, the 
way, comes from the king’s speech Henry act iv, 
sc. 

One might far say that the account needed 
written. Its author has had distinguished career 
politics and has brushed shoulders, more than one 
point, with the world situation. distinguished 
writer. His story, told the first person, seems neces- 
sary for rounding out record owed the times, 
that the age World War II, now closed closing. 
excellent short guide and commentary the 
politics that age, least from the British point 
view. For the student history, supplements certain 
portions the story related his friend Winston 
Churchill, the sympathetic but scrupulously fair 
account the difficulties encountered with Gaulle, 
which, possibly, one could have written who did not 
know the General respect him much 
surprising note, also, from the testimony these 
pages, that Duff Cooper that very small 
circle men who truly qualify for place among the 
orators the age and that, possibly, stands high 
among them—at least, one may 
summaries his speeches and the comments highly 
competent critics who heard them. 


his Eton days, the young Cooper had set his heart 
agreeably surprised find that his good knowledge 
English literature, some knowledge French Literature 
and talent for public speaking won him certain 
amount recognition among his contemporaries—in 


Cooper 
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contrast Eton, where, because had been unable 
combine these accomplishments with the proper ad- 
mixture athletic prowess, had come regard 
them “private peculiarities.” leaving Oxford 
and after spending while Germany and France 
prepare for the Foreign Office examination, suc- 
ceeded passing the test and began work there the 
latter part 1913, the age twenty-three. “The 
young recruit, expecting initiated into the mys- 
teries diplomacy, found himself spending most his 
time with cypher book”—and the rest before type- 


writer! 

After the war had cast its shadows and had returned 
from active service the front, married Lady Diana 
Manners and continued the Foreign Office for five 
years more, resigning 1924 “without pang re- 
for Parliament. His maiden speech the House 
after his election had flattering success. 
attracted special notice the Times. Lord Curzon 
hailed “brilliant achievement,” and one Labor 
member wrote: have sat the House all the time 
since Parliament met. Yours the first speech that has 
gripped the House. You perhaps didn’t notice it, but 
one went out, there was conversation, moving 
about.” 1929, was swept out office with the 
defeat the Conservative Party the General Elec- 


tion that vear. 
This enforced retirement gave him the leisure write 


his life Talleyrand (1932) and begin and finish 
his two-volume life Haig (1935-1936). Returning 
Parliament the General Election 1935, was 
appointed Secretary State for War Stanley Bald- 
win, and after Neville Chamberlain succeeded the 
premiership 1937, was appointed the latter 
First Lord the Admiralty, the post which found 
the happiest and the busiest. “The First Lord,” 
emarks with boyish glee, “has one the finest houses 
London and yacht sail the This pleasant- 
ness, however, had but brief duration. The gradually 
widening rift between himself and Chamberlain be- 
came irreparable after the publication the terms 
Munich, September 30, 1938, and tendered his 
resignation the Prime Minister the following 
morning. 

almost unbelievable today that the country, except- 
ing small minority, sided with Chamberlain. 
cal acquaintances cut me,” writes Cooper, “and one old 
friend, member the executive committee 
constituency, learning that was speak ward 
meeting which had been arranged take place his 
house, cancelled the meeting rather than allow 
cross the threshheld.” Alas, Leadership! More than 
once these memoirs rises the lament for its almost 
complete disappearance from the international scene. 
Subservience miseuided and ignorant public opinion 
has more often than not taken its place. His resigna- 
tion speech the House Commons was hailed 
Churchill the following glowing terms: “Your speech 
was one the finest parliamentary performances 
have ever heard. was admirable form, massive 
argument and shone with courage and public spirit.” 
The reader comes the end these chapters drawing 
deep breath and with inward sigh relaxation, 


unmistakable testimony high drama. 
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One cannot leave these pages without noting com- 
plimentary remark which, perhaps, was never before 
made such sweeping terms any other highly placed 
British observer: say that the French are clever, 
the Spanish proud, the Italian lighthearted, the 
English morose, assume more knowledge and ex- 
perience than any individual can possess. Yet from 
limited opportunities observation would assert 
that the Americans have the best manners the world, 
and would add that the reason why they have the 
best manners that they have the kindest hearts.” 


Hayne Martin, 
St. Isaac Jogues Novitiate, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


The Guideposts Anthology 
Edited Norman Vincent Peale. 
1954. 333p. $3.50. 

For your information Guideposts 
religious magazine gotten out monthly Guideposts 
Association Inc., under the leadership and editorship 
one New York’s most enterprising Protestant 
clergymen, Norman Vincent Peale. The Guideposts 
Anthology edited Norman Vincent Peale and ap- 
pearing first August last year and now its 
fourth printing series short, stimulating 
articles culled from Guideposts and served this 
anthology. The Editors Guideposts boast that “per- 
haps never the history publishing have such 
galaxy celebrities government, business, industry, 
science, the Armed Forces, and the world enter- 
tainment been And this most likely 
accurate statement. President Eisenhower, James 
Farley, Bob Hope, Ben Hogan, Jane Froman, Jimmy 
Doolittle, Eddie Rickenbacker are names familiar 
most. These success stories must much good. 


BUT, and here the inevitable “but,” every now and 
then some the stuff called, for want better 
agree: one thing feed hungry mouth and nurse 
wounded ailing brother spite race, color and 
creed but quite another thing expect believing Jew 
under any circumstances build temple Buddha! 
But that’s the muddied, maudlin thinking today. 
There’s some it—not lot but little too much— 
The Guideposts Anthology. 


Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


* * * 


Coleman, Lester L., M.D. Freedom from Fear 
Hawthorn Books. Nov. 19, 1954. 285p. $3.95. 

The initial paragraph the Introduction Freedom 
from Fear sufficient acquaint the reader with 
unusual feat, book concerning human fear ear, 
nose and throat surgeon, physician who has managed 
consider the unity man his diagnoses. main- 
tains that one ill where there incapacitation, partial 
total the individual—whether etiological factors 
are physical, mental both. 

The book accumulation observations the 


results fear his patients, especially manifested 
hospitals, pain, pregnancy, old age, etc. The anxiety- 


Prentice-Hall. Nov. 
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producing experiences the well, the infirm, children 
and youth, and the aged are described. Concluding 
chapters seek reassure that medical progress 
ducing our need fear diseases such cancer, polio, 
pneumonia, heart trouble, meningitis, etc., since 
constantly providing more effective treatment. There 
the final appeal self-confidence. Just have 
systemic reserves overcome stress, have emotional 
reserves overcome fear and stabilize our conduct. 


The volume will interest many people this 
insecure world because easily readable, written 
simply everyday people, free from psychiatric system 
and permitting ready identification. the reviewer 
permitted glimpses through the small openings the 
wall prestige that surrounds America’s foremost pro- 
The author offers well deserved praise 
medical research and professional ethics, but 
hesitate comment upon iatrogenic diseases. Ethics 
should combined with common sense shown 
the well intentioned campaigns raise money for med- 
ical research, but implemented anxiety-producing 
propaganda termed “health education.” 


From viewpoint his treatment the 
subject seems meet its objective helping the lay- 
man understand his fear, but fear needs definition 
terms scientific system. would also seem that 
negative cases fear pain are too frequently not 
considered, since there are many individuals who 
play little trepidation bodily pain. Lastly, the author 
his enthusiasm for personal courage may have moved 
slightly beyond facts the statement page 243, 
“The magnified stories the ravages and pain cancer 


are false.” 
Lennon, Ph.D., 
Department Education 
and Psychology 
University Scranton 


Ewen, David 

The Home Book Musical Knowledge 
Prentice-Hall. Nov. 30, 1954. 482p. $4.95. 
count correct, this the thirtieth book David 
Ewen has published about music and musicians, the 
last one which remember reading was The Com- 
plete Book Twentieth Century Music. While this 
means complete book any sense, still 
adequate and handy thing have introduc- 
tion music and equip the amateur listener 
know some the basic elements about music and 
musicians and musical compositions. 


This Home should suspect, for 
ready reference near the record player—is divided 
into several parts: One, dealing with musical history, 
briefly and schematically, and with the lives the 
better known composers, also briefly summarized; Two, 
Choral and Vocal Music, with short description 
the various forms and listing “basic works” the 
genre; Three, Opera and Ballet, with summaries 
seventy operas and twenty-five ballets; Four, solo and 
chamber music, with list one hundred “basic 
works”; Five, Orchestral Music, sketching the history 
the development the modern orchestra, the func- 
tion the conductor, and the various forms 
orchestral composition, with list one hundred 
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“basic works.” Part Six chapter suggesting music 
for children; and Part Seven Glossary Musical 
Terms. twenty-page Index completes the book. 


you might infer, Mr. Ewen something ex- 
pert this field and his latest will 
welcome, you have other such reference book 
help you understand and better appreciate your record 
library. would adequate text, also, for “Music 
Appreciation Course, Number 1.” 


Knox, Ronald 
New Testament Commentary—Volume Two 
Sheed Ward. Oct. 20, 1954. 322p. $3.50. 


the first volume Monsignor Knox gave his com- 
mentary the four gospels (cf. Best Sellers—vol. 12, 
no. 23, Mar. 1953). the present volume are 
thankful have Monsignor Knox’s commentary 
the book the Acts the Apostles, and the fol- 
lowing letters St. Paul: Romans, and Corinth- 
ians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
and Thessalonians. 


the author counsels his readers the preface, this 
commentary “is meant read conjunction with 
the Knox New Testaament The notes are not 
meant exhaustive; they illustrate only those pass- 
ages whose meaning disputed, and those which the 
ordinary reader apt find obscure unexpected” 
(pg. ix). this reviewer seems that the renowned 
translator sharing with the public the fruits the 
studies and researches which were required 
work translating the New Testament. 


This book does not contain word-by-word, nor 
verse-by-verse explanation the text the books 
listed above. Rather Monsignor Knox 
down the text into sections which are proportioned 
the development the thoughts the original 
author; each section Monsignor Knox concerned 
principally with throwing light those words, phrases 
and sentences the text which render obscure 
the thoughts the inspired authors. Not all 
Monsignor Knox’s interpretations 
emendations the accepted text will acceptable 
the scholars; thought some his strictures rather 
severe. But most his commentary enlightening; 
all written with grace and clarity. can speak 
only with the highest praise commentary which 
sent this reviewer back the rereading the sacred 
text itself. 


For priests, for seminarians, for libraries, for lay peo- 
ple who are interested the reading and understand- 
ing the New Testament, this very commendable 


book. 
William Herlihy, 


University Scranton 


Pocket Print 


The December releases Pocket Books, Inc., include 
reprint Daphne Maurier’s Cousin Rachel, 
Literary Guild selection for March 1952 and since 
made into the “tense Class thriller” which was pre- 


Knox Pocket Print 
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dicted for Best Sellers, February, 1952. (IIb): 
reprint Jan Westcott’s The Walsingham Woman 
another the to-horse and farthingale romances which 
Miss Westcott specializes in, this one featuring Frances 
Walsingham and Sir Philip Sydney and the Earl 
Essex, along with Queen Elizabeth (IIb) and Ro- 
main Gary’s novel modern France, The Colors 
the Day, which Best Sellers’ reviewer John Coppinger 
rates “exceptionally interesting but because 
viewpoint and subject matter not recommended the 
general reader” (B.S., Jan. 1954). (IID). 


Today: The 1955 Pocket Almanac 50c Pocket 
Books Giant, prepared Gallop Co., the Ameri- 
can Institute Public Opinion and one more proof 
that good things can done the paperback pub- 
lishers. has the usual tables tides and times, 
with ali sorts lists and handy information compe- 
tently indexed. (I) 


For Western fans there are two Pocket Books for De- 
cember: Busted Range Will Ermine and The Night 
Horseman Max Brand. Both pack shootin’ an’ 
lootin’ into fairly standard plots; the better the two, 
naturally, expert Brand’s. intriguingly different 
and amazingly suspenseful mystery Charlotte Arm- 
strong’s Walk Out Death, which incredibly 
naive young lady runs away from her relatives not 
knowing she has been poisoned botulism; the chase 
fast and complicated. (I). But what purpose 
behind the month-by-month selections the Perma- 
books editors for reprinting becoming matter for 
conjecture. Neither Day the Harvest, Helen 
Upshaw, nor The Golden Eagle Noel Gerson 
have any excellence recommend reprinting. The 
one has lynch-law plot, intended awaken social 
conscience and righteous anger, but will not read 
those who need such lecturing; the other Texas- 
border spy plot, circa 1850. Violence cheap 35c; 
and boredom not choosy; but there are other ano- 
dynes than these, surely. 


Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 


year’s subscription $4.00 ($4.50 Canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 
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Life Worth Living, 134. Nov. 15, 
954. Ila 

Apr. 1954. 

Shuster, Religion Behind the Iron Curtain, 30. 
June 1954. Ila 

Simenon, Strangers the House, 49. July 15, 
1954. IIb 

Simenon, Tidal Wave, 15. Apr. 15, 1954. IIb 

Slaughter, The Song Ruth, 10. Apr. 15, 
1954. Ila 

Yankees and God, 150. Dec. 1954. 


Went for Walk, 53. Aug. 1954. 


Smith, The Journey, 19. May 

Sneckley, Untouched Human Hands, 28. 
May 15, 1954. IIb 

Soubiran, The Healing Oath, 80. Sept. 15, 
1954. IIb 


Spence, Bride the Conqueror, 107. Oct. 15, 
1954. IIb 

Stanford, Chukker, 83. Sept. 15, 1954. IIb 

Steen, The Bulls Parral, 138. Nov. 15, 1954. 


IIa 
Steinbeck, Sweet Thursday, 66. Aug. 15, 1954. 
IIb 


Stone, Love Eternal, 70. Sept. 1954. 
Stover, Night the Strangers, 100. Oct. 
1954. 
Swabey, 
1954. 

Swiggett, The Power and the Prize, 32. June 
1954. 

Tailleiz, Hidden Depths, 109. Oct. 15, 1954. 

Tebbel, Voice the Streets, 62. Aug. 15, 

Tebbel, George Washington’s America, 37. June 
15, 195 Ila 

Tey, Three Tey, 84. Sept. 15, 1954. Ila 

Theobald, The Final Secret Pearl Harbor, 27. 
May 15, 1954. 

Time Laugh, 16. Apr. 15, 1954. 


The Judgment History, 45. July 


Tortora, Communist Close-Up, 15, 
1954. 

Turgeon, Tante Marie’s French Pastry, 131. 
Nov. 1954. 

Valentine, The Age Conformity, 111. 
15, 1954. 

Vallentin, The Drama Albert Einstein, 71. 
Sept. 1954. 

van Aerde, Cain, 33. June 1954. IIb 

Van Der Lugt, The Crazy Doctor, 114. Oct. 
15, 1954. IIb 

Van Water, The Captain Called Mutiny, 
109. Oct. 15, 1954. 

Vann, The Water and the Fire, Apr. 1954. 


IIa 

Wagoner, The Man the Middle, 75. Sept. 
1954. IIb 

Wallop, The Year the Yankees Lost the Pennant, 


78. Sept. 15, 1954. 


Nov. 

54. Ila 
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Warner, The Flint Anchor, 92. Oct. 1954. IIb 
Tactical Exercise, 121. Nov. 1954. 


Webber, The Far Shore, 19. May 1954. IIb 

Weinreb, The Sorceress, 151. Dec. 1954. IIb 

Weiser, The Easter Book, Apr. 1954. 

Wellman, Glory, God and Gold, 148. Dec. 
1954. 

Wentworth, The Benevent Treasure, 

Were, Smugglers’ Paradise, Apr. 1954. 

Wertenbaker, The Death Kings, Apr. 15, 

Wertham, Seduction the Innocent, 33. June 
1954. IIa 

Wheelwright, The Gray Captain, 100. Oct. 
1954. Ila 


White, The Jacksonians—A Study Administra- 
tive History 1829-1861, 145. Nov. 15, 1954. 
White, Find Killer, 154. Dec. 1954. 
Wilbur, Guideposts the Future, 21. May 
1954. Ila 

Willan, and Searle, Down with Skool, 99. 
Oct. 1954. 

Williams, The Pocket Book Modern Verse, 
67. Aug. 15, 1954. 

Willoughby, MacArthur: 1941-1951, 96. Oct. 
1954. 

Wilson, Swamp Angel, 80. Sept. 15, 1954. IIb 

Woodham-Smith, The Reason Why, 65. Aug. 
15, 1954. 

Wormser, The Myth the Good and Bad Nations, 
14. Apr. 15, 

Wright, Black Power, 97. Oct. 

Yerby, Benton’s Row, 155. Dec. 1954. 

Yourcenar, Hadrian’s Memoirs, 158. Dec. 15, 
1954. Ila 

The Legacy Luther, 34. June 1954. 


REPRINTS 


Anderson, The Smoldering Sea, 16. Apr. 15, 
1954. 
The Harlot Killer, 87. Sept. 15, 1954. 
Berenson, Aesthetics and History, 156. Dec. 
1954. 
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Brand, The Gun Tamer, 88. Sept. 15, 1954, 
Bromfield, Pleasant Valley, 118. Oct. 15, 1954, 


IIa 
The Hidden Flower, 118. Oct. 15, 1954, 


Chanslor, Johnny Guitar, 87. Sept. 15, 1954. 
Clarke, Sands Mars, Apr. 1954. Ila 

The Silver Chalice, 118. Oct. 15, 1954, 


Coxe, Inland Passage, 118. Oct. 15, 1954. 
Crosby, Call Lucky, 58. Aug. 1954. 
Hold It, Florence, 88. Sept. 15, 
Field, Coyote Gulch, 68. Aug. 15, 1954. 
Fitzgerald, This Side Paradise, 87. Sept. 15, 

1954. Ila 
1954. Ila 
Gault, The Canvas Coffin, 76. Sept. 1954. 
Tales for Salesmen, 58. Aug. 1954. 
Haycox, Murder the Frontier, 58. Aug. 
1954. Ila 
Hersey, The Wall, 118. Oct. 15, 1954. 
Jennings, The Strange Brigade, 118. Oct. 15, 
1954. Ila 
Kiely, The Evil Men Do, 68. Aug. 15, 1954. IIb 
Lindop, The Bandit and the Priest, 87. Sept. 
15, 1954. 
Margulies, and Friend, Best Science Fiction 
46. July 1954. Ila 
Nielsen, Obit Delayed, 146. Nov. 15, 1954. Ila 
Robinson, Tale Two Lovers, 58. Aug. 
1954. IIa 
Tracy, Crimson the Eastern Shore, Apr. 
1954. 
Tucker, The Long Loud Silence, 58. Aug. 
1954. IIb 
Shefter, Six Minutes Day Perfect Spelling, 
88. Sept. 15, 1954. 
Wellman, Jubal Troop, 146. Nov. 15, 1954. IIb 
Wellman, The Female, 87. Sept. 15, 
Wescott, The Border Lord, 87. Sept. 15, 1954. Ila 
White, Last Race, 87. Sept. 15, 1954. 
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